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The Partisan Divide Continues



A Status Quo Election

Ike JFK/LBJ Nixon/
Ford

Reagan

1982
1984
1986

Clinton
1994
1996
1998

Bush 43
2002
2004
2006

Obama
2010
2012
2014

Trump
2018

Trump 
2020

Senate seats -12 -7 -5 -8 -7 -9 -13 +1 -1 (up 
to -3)

House seats -48 -21 -49 -19 -45 -42 -42 -41 +8

Governors
-14 -15 -19 -2 -11 -7 -7 -5 +1

State Legislative 
seats

-843 -473 -800 +6 -524 -324 -324 -343 -10

State chambers -21 -12 -31 -7 -18 -13 -13 -6 +2



Also in North Carolina

Year 2020 2021

Governor Cooper Cooper

Council of State 6 Republicans, 3 
Democrats

6 Republicans, 2 
Democrats (1 undecided)

State Senate 29 Republican, 21 
Democrats

28 Republicans, 22 
Democrats

State House 65 Republicans, 55 
Democrats

68 Republicans, 51 
Democrats

Boards of County 
Commissioners



No mandate 
on policy 

after a 
closely 

contested 
election



Bitter-–and 
negative—

partisanship 
reigns supreme



What do the election results tell us about NC?



NC—the Growing Urban-
Rural Divide



NC is still a 
southern 
state



Trumpism 
doesn’t 
end with 
Trump, 
even in 
NC



What to expect in Washington?



Divided Government in 
Washington 



The 
Congress is 
not going 
to be the 
same 
Congress 
that Joe 
Biden 
Remembers



Public 
Policy 
Predictions 
2021



Culture Wars Not Just in Politics



Seeds of Chaos: 
Foreseeable Crises



In Politics, the Center is 
Up for Grab



It is the Pandemic, Stupid



How the election could affect 
policy



Opportunities for incremental 
change in policy

• COVID-19 Relief
• Infrastructure—no, 

really
• Coalitions in foreign 

policy



NC Budget



Rainy Day Fund 
NC v. Other 
States



In NC (and yes, I am an optimist)
• Health care 

advancement
• COVID-19 economic 

help
• Broadband to rural 

parts of state



More of the same--$440 million in 
2020; more in 2021

$18 million promised by 
Gov. Cooper and 
legislative leaders, plus 
$3.5 million from One 
North Carolina Fund

$8.7 million to Eli Lilly



Unfortunately . .Unfortunately, redistricting does not 
appear to be changing



Both Major Parties Have Real 
Issues (possible realignment)



Questions 
or 
Comments


