










The tentative plan is as follows:
a. Local governments which received an allocation will be asked to indicate whether they intend

to use their bond allocation and to provide information about the projects to be financed to
the N.C. Commerce Department. To enhance allocation and utilization, the request will be to
do this as soon as possible, but not later than December 15,2009. A form for this declaration
will be provided and made available at NCRecovery.gov, as well as the websites for the N.C.
League of Municipalities, N.C. Association of County Commissioners, and the N.C.
Commerce Department.

b. To use their allocations, Local Governments will be required to have issued RZ bonds by
April 15, 2010 or have been placed on the Local Government Commission Agenda for its
May, 2010 meeting.

c. If a local government is unable to meet these time schedules, the bond allocation will be
deemed waived to the state for reallocation to projects which can be undertaken within the
ARRA time limitations.

d. Pursuant to legislation passed by the General Assembly, NC Session Law 2009-140, the N.C.
Tax Reform Allocation Committee (also known as the Volume Cap Committee) may
undertake the reallocation of the bond authorizations. This is an existing statutory Committee
under NCGS 143-433.6. The N.C. Commerce Department is the Administrative agency for
this Committee.

e. To guide this process, an administrative procedures document is being prepared. The
Commerce Department will serve as the primary point of contact for this initiative. This
document will be available in mid October for your review and comment.

To assist local governments better understand RZ Bond uses, RZ designations, and the reallocation
process, a Recovery Zone webinar is scheduled for October 22, 2009 at 11 :OOAM. Information about
registering for the webinar will follow, but please hold this date and time.

As noted, the primary objective of this effort is to enhance the use of these fmancing resources for
North Carolina within the next 15 months. In addition, this reallocation process can be used to facilitate
regional projects by combining several local government authorizations which may otherwise not be
feasible. This is an unusual initiative, made necessary by the ARRA time schedule requirements. Please
let me know if you have questions. My telephone number is (919) 733-1433. My email is
dempsey.benton@nc.gov.

cc: Don Hobart, Governor's Office
David Thompson, N.C. Assoc. of County Commissioners
Ellis Hankins, N.C. League of Municipalities
Dale Carroll, N.C. Dept. of Commerce
John Peterson, N.C. Economic Developers Association



 
Joanna has served as President of the Wayne County Development  
Alliance, Inc. located in Goldsboro, North Carolina since 2000, having 
previously served as Vice President since 1994. The Alliance is a private/
public, non-profit economic development agency serving all of Wayne 
County and its seven municipalities.  She oversees a staff of three and an 
11-member Board of Directors.  
 
A a native of Syracuse, New York, she moved to Cary, North Carolina in 
1974 and moved to Goldsboro in 1993. Joanna is a graduate of Western 
Carolina University with a B.S. in Planning. She also attended graduate 
school at North Carolina State University and is a graduate of the Eco-
nomic Development Institute at Oklahoma University.  Other leadership 
and economic development courses completed include the North Carolina 

Rural Economic Development Institute and Leadership N.C.  
 
Joanna is a member of several professional organizations: North Carolina Economic  
Developers Association (Board of Directors), North Carolina’s Eastern Region Marketing Advisory 
Group, North Carolina Citizen’s for Business & Industry, International Economic Development  
Council, and the Southern Economic Development Council. Joanna also serves on the National  
Association of Counties Steering Committee on Community and Economic Development. Locally, 
she is involved in many activities including: Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation (Board 
of Directors), Seymour Johnson Air Force Base - Military Affairs Committee and an Honorary  
Squadron Commander; Wayne County Chamber of Commerce (Board of Directors); and the  
Goldsboro Rotary Club. Joanna is the mother of one 13-year-old son, Adrian, and she enjoys training 
and participating in triathlons. 

Meet Your Board 
This month we will feature Joanna Helms. 

 

 

Meet Your Patron Sponsor 
This month we will feature Piedmont Natural Gas. 

 
As North Carolina's largest natural gas distributor, Piedmont Natural Gas plays an important role in 
the state's growth and economic success by providing clean, efficient and reliable natural gas service 
to more than 725,000 customers. The distributor  serves in communities throughout the state, stretch-
ing from the mountains of western North Carolina to the Outer Banks on the Atlantic seaboard. 
 
 
 
 
Contact: George Baldwin 
Phone:  (704) 731-4063 
Email: George.Baldwin@piedmontng.com 



NCEDA Board of Directors 

2009-2010 OFFICERS 

President   
Katherine Thomas 
Progress Energy 
410 S. Wilmington St., 
Ste. PEB 1505 
Raleigh, NC 27601  
Phone (919) 546-2653 
Fax (919) 546-7536  
katherine.thomas@pgnmail.com 

Vice President 
Jimmy Smith 
Four County Electric         
Membership Corporation 
PO Box 667                                    
Burgaw, NC 28425           
Phone (910) 259-1821 
Fax (910) 259-1860  
jimmysmith@fourcty.org 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Bonnie Renfro 
Randolph County EDC 
PO Box 2001                                 
Asheboro, NC 27204           
Phone (336) 626-2233 
Fax (336) 626-0777 
brenfro@rcedc.com 

Immediate Past President 
Scott T. Hamilton 
AdvantageWest 
134 Wright Brothers Way 
Fletcher, NC 28732 
Phone (828) 687-7234 
Fax (828) 687-7552 
shamilton@awnc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 DIRECTORS 

Mark Clasby 
Haywood County EDC 
144 Industrial Park Dr. 
Waynesville, NC 28786 
Phone (828) 456-3737 
Fax (828) 452-1352 
mclasby@haywoodnc.net 

Joanna Helms 
Wayne County Development 
Alliance 
P.O. Box 1280 
Goldsboro, NC 27533 
Phone (919) 731-7700 
Fax (919) 580-9147 
joanna.helms@waynegov.com 

Linda Weiner 
N.C. Community College    
System 
Mail Service Center 5001 
Raleigh, NC 27699-5001 
Phone (919) 807-7146 
Fax (919) 807-7164 
weinerl@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

 

EX-OFFICIO 

Dale Carroll 
Deputy Secretary of Commerce 
N.C. Department of Commerce 
4301 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4301 
Phone (919) 733-4151 
Fax (919) 733-8356 
dcarroll@nccommerce.com  
 

Herb Crenshaw 
AT&T North Carolina 
128 West Hargett St. 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
Phone (919) 821-6849 
Fax (919) 821-6013 
herb.crenshaw@att.com 

 

 

2011 DIRECTORS 

Jim Nichols 
O’Brien/Atkins Associates 
PO Box 12037 
RTP, NC 27709 
Phone (919) 941-9000 ext.279 
Fax (919) 941-9006 
jnichols@obrienatkins.com 

Michael Smith 
Greater Statesville               
Development Corporation 
115 E. Front Street 
Statesville, NC 28677 
Phone (704) 871-0062 
Fax (704) 871-0223 
msmith@greaterstatesville.org 

Mike Wilkins 
N.C. Biotechnology Center 
PO Box 13547 
RTP, NC 27709-3547 
Phone (919) 549-8891 
Fax (919) 549-8831 
michael_wilkins@ncbiotech.org 

 

 
 
 
Keith Crisco  
Secretary of Commerce 
N.C. Department of Commerce 
4301 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4301 
Phone (919) 733-4151 
Fax (919) 733-8356 
kcrisco@nccommerce.com 

 
Allen Joines  
City of Winston-Salem/ 
ED Board 
P.O. Box 2511 
Winston-Salem, NC 27102 
Phone (336) 727-2058 
Fax (336) 748-3241 
allenj@cityofws.org 
 

 

2012 DIRECTORS 

Dr. Pat Mitchell 
Ashe County Government 
150 Government Circle      
Suite 2500  
Jefferson, NC 28640  
Phone (336) 846-5502  
Fax (336) 846-5516 
pmitchell@ashecountygov.com  
                                             
Jenny Mizelle 
Town of Holly Springs  
P.O. Box 8 
Holly Springs, NC 27540  
Phone (919) 557-3906  
Fax (919) 567-3980  
jenny.mizelle@hollyspringsnc.us  

Harry Poovey 
Duke Energy 
250 9th Street Ln., SE 
Hickory, NC 28602  
Phone (828) 323-2723  
Fax (828) 323-2794  
hcpoovey@dukeenergy.com  

 

 
 

John Peterson 
NCEDA 
1201 Edwards Mill Rd., First 
Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27607 
Phone (919) 882-1961 
Fax (919) 834-7959 
jpeterson@capstrat.com 

 

 

 

 

 




