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The State of NCEDAThe State of NCEDA

As the voice of economic development in our state, 
the North Carolina Economic Developers Association 
(NCEDA) feels an obligation to support economic 
development professionals and their allies and to 
participate in public policy discussions impacting 
economic growth and job creation. Additionally, it is our 
responsibility to report back to our membership, legislative 
leaders and North Carolina citizens on the impact our 
association and its members have had on our state.

We enthusiastically support the creation of jobs 
and economic prosperity as a top priority for North Carolina. Despite the fiscal 
challenges facing our state, we know that a focus on jobs will enable North Carolina’s 
economic recovery to be accelerated. It is NCEDA’s position that now is the time to 
invest in programs and policies that have a positive return. Economic development 
policies should be viewed as revenue generators, not expenses.

This document outlines “The State of NCEDA” and, in turn, the state of economic 
development efforts throughout North Carolina. This is the first edition of what we 
hope will become a regular report of NCEDA’s activities and successes.

In these difficult economic times, our work in economic development becomes a 
vital part of our state’s recovery. Working together, we can keep North Carolina 
competitive, create new jobs and ensure that economic growth reaches North 
Carolinians in all 100 counties.

Scott T. Hamilton
2008-2009 NCEDA President



Economic Development in North Carolina

The Voice of Economic Development

In recent years, NCEDA and its members have worked with government leaders to 
create and maintain legislation that helps position North Carolina as a pro-business state, 
while working to fend off any potential legislation that could be detrimental to North 
Carolina’s economic success. The result has been business retention, job creation and 
economic growth throughout the state. Legislators and state leaders increasingly 
turn to NCEDA for insight about the impact of current and potential economic 
development policies.

The new
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Expanding North Carolina’s Economic Development 
Toolbox and Updating Economic Development Policies

NCEDA advocates for the creation and retention of performance-based economic 
development policies that benefit all North Carolina’s 100 counties. 
A few of the issues NCEDA has been involved with are:

	Industrial Machinery – Building Code (SB 490/SL 2007-529)
	 In 2007, NCEDA’s Legislative Committee and membership rallied around Senate 

Bill 490 (Industrial Machinery - Building Code), a bill which provided clarification 
around building codes concerning industrial machinery. Thanks in part to the efforts 
of NCEDA, there were unanimous votes in favor of the bill from both the N.C. 
House and Senate.

	Changes to the William S. Lee Act/Creation of Article 3 J Tax Credits
	 (SB 1704, SL 2008-134)
	 NCEDA worked closely with the N.C. Department of Commerce and N.C. 

General Assembly throughout the revision process for the William S. Lee Act. In 
2007, the N.C. General Assembly passed legislation creating the current Article 3 
J credits.

“NCEDA represents North Carolina’s economic development soldiers. 
As Governor, I depended on them to work hard everyday to improve 
the quality of life for all North Carolinians. Today, North Carolina 
continues to count on this organization and its members to fight for 
our state’s economic success during difficult economic times.”

– Former Governor Jim Hunt



	Creation & Expansion of Job Development Investment Grants ( JDIG)
	 NCEDA has supported the JDIG program since its inception in 2003. JDIG has 

now become one of North Carolina’s most effective economic development tools, 
generating commitments of 30,000 jobs and investments of $5 billion to date 
(March 2009).

	Development and Passage of Amendment
One – Self Financing Bonds

	 NCEDA was involved with the campaign 
to pass legislation allowing self financing 
bonds for economic development projects. 
Amendment One was passed in 2004.

	Increasing One North Carolina Fund
	 NCEDA has championed the One North Carolina Fund as a vital part of the 

state’s economic development toolbox.  Since 2001, this program has garnered 
commitments of 35,000 jobs and $6.5 billion in investments.

	Work with Joint Select Committee for Economic Development Incentives
	 NCEDA has been working with the members of the committee and the UNC Center 

for Competitive Economies (C3E) since the committee was reconvened in late 2007. 
NCEDA representatives have addressed the committee on multiple occasions and 
provided valuable input. Following the committee’s recommendations to the N.C. 
General Assembly, NCEDA will continue to be involved with the crafting of future 
economic development legislation.  

	Relationship Building – Perdue Administration
	 NCEDA began reaching out to the gubernatorial 

candidates prior to the 2008 election – sharing the 
importance of economic development with both 
candidates. Following the election, NCEDA began a 
dialog with Governor Perdue’s transition team. And when 
new appointments were made to the N.C. Department 
of Commerce, NCEDA quickly offered its support and 
expertise to the new Secretary of Commerce and his staff.

The Voice of Economic Development (continued)
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“NCEDA has done an excellent job keeping the General Assembly 
members informed on economic development.  The Association has 
helped identify and implement economic development efforts across 
the state. Their role is vital to our continuing growth.” 

– Representative Bill Owens



Professional Development
NCEDA works to provide its membership with quality 
professional development opportunities. Through 
committee discussions, membership surveys and 
individual member suggestions, NCEDA identifies the 
needs of its members and incorporates them into the 
yearly professional development event schedule.

NCEDA offers 6-7 monthly Networking Luncheons, 
which provide membership with an opportunity to both 
network with colleagues and learn from expert speakers. 
In addition, NCEDA hosts three conferences: Fall 
Conference (Oct.), MidWinter Conference (March), 
Annual Conference ( June). Periodically, NCEDA also 
organizes day-long professional development seminars, 
such as the recent seminar focused on “Responding to 
Requests for Proposals.”
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"NCEDA has provided consistently effective support for economic 
development success in North Carolina through strong legislative 
and public advocacy and professional development, networking 
and communications programming. The Association has been 
driven by strong leadership and management; past presidents and 
board members constitute a “who’s who” in economic development, 
and Capstrat has provided professional and capable staffing.”

– Former Secretary of Commerce Jim Fain



Economic
Developers Allies

Breakdown of the NCEDA Membership
NCEDA’s diverse membership includes state, regional and local economic 
developers, as well as their allies from a number of different industries. 

Membership Breakdown
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NCEDA's Membership Representation

**membership also included 
13 members from outside 
North Carolina

NCEDA Quick Facts

  Founded in 1966
  590 total members in 2007-2008



2008-2009 Board of Directors

NCEDA Officers
President
Scott T. Hamilton
AdvantageWest
134 Wright Brothers Way
Fletcher, NC 28732
[P] (828) 687-7234 
[F] (828) 687-7552
shamilton@awnc.org 

Vice President
Katherine Thomas
Progress Energy 
410 S. Wilmington St., 
Ste. PEB 1505
Raleigh, NC 27601
[P] (919) 546-2653 
[F] (919) 546-7536
katherine.thomas@pgnmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Jimmy Smith
Four County Electric Membership 
Corporation
P.O. Box 667 
Burgaw, NC 28425
[P] (910) 259-1821
[F] (910) 259-1860
jimmysmith@fourcty.org

Immediate Past President
Donny Hicks
Gaston County EDC
P.O. Box 2339
Gastonia, NC 28053
[P] (704) 825-4046
[F] (704) 825-4066
dhicks@co.gaston.nc.us

NCEDA Board of Directors
2009
Len Kulik
North Carolina’s Eastern Region
3802 Highway 58 North
Kinston, NC  28504
[P] (252) 522-9813
[F] (252) 523-9017
kulik@nceast.org

George Sharpe
Giffels / IBI Group
801 Corporate Center Dr., Ste 202
Raleigh, NC 27607 
[P] (919) 851-4288
George.Sharpe@IBIGroup.com

Michael Trotter
Bearing Resources, Inc. 
2915 Sliding Rock Trail 
Fort Mill, SC 29708 
[P] (803) 802-5235
[M] (803) 984-5242
motrotter@comporium.net

2010
Mark Clasby
Haywood County EDC
144 Industrial Park Drive
Waynesville, NC  28786
[P] (828) 456-3737
[F] (828) 452-1352
mclasby@haywoodnc.net

Joanna Helms
Wayne County Development 
Alliance
P.O. Box 1280
Goldsboro, NC 27533
[P] (919) 731-7700
[F] (919) 580-9147
joanna.helms@waynegov.com

Linda Weiner
N.C. Community College System
Mail Service Center 5001
Raleigh, NC  27699-5001
[P] (919) 807-7146
[F] (919) 807-7164
weinerl@nccommunitycolleges.edu

2011
Jim Nichols
O’Brien/Atkins Associates
P.O. Box 12037 
RTP, NC 27709
[P] (919) 941-9000 ext.279
[F] (919) 941-9006
jnichols@obrienatkins.com

Michael Smith
Greater Statesville Development 
Corporation
115 E. Front Street 
Statesville, NC 28677 
[P] (704) 871-0062
[F] (704) 871-0223
msmith@greaterstatesville.org

Mike Wilkins
North Carolina Biotechnology 
Center
P O Box 13547 
RTP, NC 27709-3547 
[P] (919) 549-8891
[F] (919) 549-8831
michael_wilkins@ncbiotech.org

NCEDA Ex-Officio Members
Dale Carroll
N.C. Deputy Secretary of Commerce
N.C. Department of Commerce
4301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC  27699-4301
[P] (919) 733-4976
[F] (919) 733-9265
dcarroll@nccommerce.com

Herb Crenshaw
AT&T North Carolina
128 West Hargett St.
Raleigh, NC 27601
[P] (919) 821-6849
[F] (919) 821-6013
herb.crenshaw@att.com

Keith Crisco
N.C. Secretary of Commerce
N.C. Department of Commerce
4301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC  27699-4301
[P] (919) 733-4151
[F] (919) 733-8356
kcrisco@nccommerce.com

John Peterson
NCEDA
1201 Edwards Mill Rd., Ste. 102
Raleigh, NC  27607
[P] (919) 882-1961
[F] (919) 834-7959
jpeterson@capstrat.com

Jordan Whichard
Chair – N.C. Economic 
Development Board
N.C. Economic Development Board
The Daily Reflector/Cox NC 
Publications, Inc.
P.O. Box 1967 
Greenville, NC 27835
[P] (252) 329-9540 
[F] (252) 329-9545
jwhichard@coxnc.com 

“The reason North Carolina is consistently ranked at the top of states 
for economic development is that we have incredible folks working to 
showcase our existing assets and attract the new businesses that we need.”

 – Representative Pryor Gibson



1201 Edwards Mill Rd.
First Floor

Raleigh, NC 27607

	1966-67	 C. Joseph Turner
	1967-68	 Creed F. Gilley
	1968-69	 John B. Parramore, Jr.
	1969-70	 Peyton Beery
	1970-71	 John H. Swope
	1971-72	 Herman Anderson
	1972-73	 William V. Coley
	1973-74	 S. Kenneth Schubart
	1974-75	 W. Craig Kennedy, Jr.
	1975-76	 Robert L. Howard
	1976-77	 Charles M. Clayton
	1977-78	 Paul W. Spain
	1978-79	 Charles Hayes
	1978-79	 Tony Tucker
	1979-80	 Stephen E. Kelley
	1980-81	 Reese Hart, Jr.
	1981-82	 G. Ray Cantrell
	1982-83	 John Nelms
	1983-84	 Thomas Policastro
	1984-85	 Paul G. Butler
	1985-86	 K.V. Epting, Jr.
	1986-87	 Anne McGaughey

	1987-88	 Kenneth M. Atkins
	1988-89	 Jack Ervin
	1989-90	 Jackie H. Stephenson
	1990-91	 Thomas B. Broughton
	1991-92	 Marc Bush
	1992-93	 William C. Cohoon
	1993-94	 Larry Jones
	1994-95	 Walter C. Sprouse, Jr.
	1995-96	 Terry Orell
	1996-97	 Danny Fore 
	1997-98	 Herb Crenshaw
	1998-99	 Randy Harrell
	1999-00	 Robert E. Leak, Jr.
	2000-01	 Donald A. Kirkman
	2001-02	 Jeffrey D. McKay
	2002-03	 Dale Carroll
	2003-04	 Richard Wiley
	2004-05	 Mac Williams
	2005-06	 Scott Millar
	2006-07	 Ronnie Goswick
	2007-08	 Donny Hicks

NCEDA Past Presidents


